
From: McIntyre, Julie
To: ; Range, Brent K
Cc: ); ; ; 

); Radke, Bill; Harden, Tasha; Crawford, Julie
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] Border Wall - Request for Cochise Pincushion Cactus Data (Potential or Observations)
Date: Friday, August 7, 2020 12:49:25 PM
Attachments: Cochise Pincushion Cactus Potential at IBL_reduced.pdf

Karen!

Thank you so much for your sharing and follow through with getting us this important data. 
We much appreciate you and your collaborative spirit!

Happy Friday,
Julie

Julie McIntyre, PhD (she/her/hers)
Assistant Field Supervisor
Arizona Ecological Services - Tucson Field Office
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
201 N. Bonita Avenue, Suite 141
Tucson, AZ  85745

Cell: 602.525.4470
Currently teleworking 

From:  < >
Sent: Friday, August 7, 2020 11:13 AM
To: McIntyre, Julie <julie_mcintyre@fws.gov>; Range, Brent K <brent_range@ios.doi.gov>
Cc:  ) < >; 

>; >; 
 ) < >

Subject: [EXTERNAL] Border Wall - Request for Cochise Pincushion Cactus Data (Potential or
Observations)
 
 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Good morning Julie,
 
Attached please find a brief letter report regarding the biological survey we’ve conducted in the
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3195 Timken Circle, Escondido, CA 92027| 858-776-7444 | rod@bio-studies.com 


 
Karen Stackpole 
Environmental Quality Control Manager 
CBP Environmental Services Contractor 
DAWSON 
 
July 24, 2020 
 
RE: Environmental Support Services for Primary Fence Replacement in the Tucson Sector, Segment A-5, 
Arizona. 
 
Dear Karen: 
 
Biologists Lindsay Willrick and Scott Trageser performed a site inspection along the westernmost mile of 
Segment A-5 fence replacement project in the Tucson Sector, Arizona. Segment A-5 covers a remote five mile 
stretch of the international border through the Peloncillo Mountains in the easternmost corner of Arizona. The 
purpose of the general biological survey was to characterize the surrounding habitat and determine the potential 
for presence of special-status plant and wildlife species within the Survey Area. The designated Survey Area 
for the effort was 100 feet north of the international border. The purpose of this letter is to address potential to 
occur for Cochise pincushion cactus (Coryphantha robbinsorum) within Segment A-5. 
A desktop analysis of the Survey Area prior to conducting the field effort included a query of USDA Web Soil 
Survey for Segment A-5. This initial query indicated that the westernmost two miles of the segment could 
support soils series with limestone components. Soils observed during surveys were gray in color, brittle, and 
continuous throughout the surveyed area. Although the soil and vegetation types within this project segment 
could potentially support Cochise pincushion cactus, none were observed during the survey, but the species 
was not the focus of the survey. A map of soil types located within the Survey Area are included in Figure 1. 
The Mabray-Rock soil series is the only soil type on the map with limestone parent material noted in the 
official description from the USDA Web Soil Survey. Sutherland-Mule soil series does not note limestone 
materials in the official description however, after ground truthing, we believe the substrate in the mapped 
Sutherland-Mule soils series in the Survey Area was indeed gray-limestone that could support Cochise 
pincushion cactus. 
A pedestrian survey was conducted on the westernmost mile of Segment A-5 was surveyed on April 3, 2020. 
Vegetation types across the Survey Area were mapped using the National Vegetation Classification System 
and habitats were mapped to the alliance level (Figure 2). Biologists used the aerial vegetation signature to 
extrapolate vegetation types past the first mile of pedestrian surveys to where Guadalupe Canyon Road dips 
close to the international border. Since access was not permitted past a locked gate on Guadalupe Canyon Road 
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biologists utilized binoculars and noted the dominant tree canopy of the riparian forest alliance, Arizona 
sycamore (Platanus wrightii). No tree or other plant species could be determined at that distance. Across 
similar surveys conducted by the biologist earlier in the week, this riparian vegetation alliance was common 
throughout similar elevations in Southeastern Arizona. The dominant vegetation type across Segment A-5 was 
mapped as Fouquieria splendens - Calliandra eriophylla - Parthenium incanum Desert Scrub Alliance and 
was dominated by the following plant species: ocotillo (Fouquieria splendens), fairy duster (Calliandra 
eriophylla), Mariola (Parthenium incanum), velvet mesquite (Prosopis velutina), and Arizona juniper 
(Juniperus arizonica). Species of stem succulent plant species observed during the survey included: little 
nipple cactus (Mammillaria heyderi), Graham's nipple cactus (Mammillaria grahamii), pinkflower hedgehog 
cactus (Echinocereus fendleri), and Opuntia (Opuntia sp.).  
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the results of this survey do not hesitate to contact us at 858-
776-7444, rod@bio-studies.com 
 
Sincerely, 


 
Owner 
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Figure 1:
Soil Map
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Figure 2:
Vegetation Survey Areas 
Cochise County, Arizona
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Figure 2:
Vegetation Survey Areas 
Cochise County, Arizona
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eastern-most AZ border wall section.  Recall we were discussing the potential for Cochise pincushion
cactus (Coryphantha robbinsorum) in that area.  While our surveys did not reveal any individual
plants, two soil types observed and mapped in this area were noted to be a limestone that could
support the species.  CBP will be providing additional data (expanded vegetation list, maps) with the
full survey report. 
 
Please feel free to contact me should you have any questions.
Thank you,

(On Behalf of CBP)
 
 

Environmental Quality Control Manager
CBP Environmental Services Contractor
DAWSON

http://www.dawson8a.com
“Kūpono ka Hana – Excellence in Service”
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